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ABSTRACT

This study examines sustainability indicators of coastal community-based ecotourism in Trang
province. Four community-based ecotourism groups were selected by purposive sampling. There were
four steps used in developing the sustainability indicators of coastal community-based ecotourism:
step 1 literature review and document synthesis, step 2 developing the conceptual framework/
indicators, step 3 testing the conceptual framework/indicators in four communities including, 1) Yong
Star, tambon Takam, amphoe Palian, 2) Ban Pruchud, tambon Bohin, amphoe Sikao, 3) Koh Libong,
tambon Koh Libong, amphoe Kantang and 4) Koh Muk, tambon Koh Libong, amphoe Kantang and
step 4 re vising/ improving the indicators. Results of this study found that, sustainability indicators of
coastal community-based ecotourism in Trang province had 16indicators that comprised four
dimensions (e.g. context, communities’ social capital, process and output) and five principles (e.g.
external factors effecting the communities’ tourism management, communities’ social capital,
administration, effectiveness of the communities’ tourism management, and the impacts of
communities’ tourism management). The study results suggest that there are three dimensions in
conventional sustainability indicators; namely, environment, social and cultural, and economic
indicators. In developing sustainability indicators in community-based ecotourism, there must be
adaptation to fit with the coastal communities in such dimension as context, communities’ social
capital, process, and output. Moreover, development of sustainability indicators should be done with
suitable method such as deep-interviews, because main informants are leaders of tourism groups who
have different education levels. Finally, use of these sustainability indicators in other areas should be

improved to fit with the context of those areas.

Key words: sustainability indicators, coastal community-based ecotourism
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