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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to explore the role of existing social capital which is regarded as an
important component of participatory management of mangrove forest in Baan Namrab community,
to examine factors in mobilizing the social capital in the participatory management and to provide guidance
for enhancing social capital for the effectiveness and sustainability of participatory management.
The qualitative data was collected by conducting participatory and non-participatory observations,
focus groups discussion and in-depth interviews of 7 core leaders of 7 mangrove conservation groups.
Analysis of qualitative data demands categorization and interpretation and we arrived at conclusions.
The quantitative data collection was conducted by using the structured interviews. Interview forms were
administered to 195 chiefs of households as a target sample. Descriptive statistics was used to present
quantitative descriptions of data such as percentage and mean.

Findings revealed that Baan Namrab community has level of average opinion toward the role of social

capital in the participatory management of mangrove forest as fallows capable leaders has score of 1.81,
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public awareness of the importance of mangrove forest has score of 1.80, equality of participation has score of 1.77,
inter-personal trust between mangrove conservation group members and their leader has score of 1.66,
social networks within and outside the community has score of 1.63, mutually beneficial collective action of
participating members has score of 1.51 , knowledge and wisdom of the community on the conservation of
mangrove forest has score of 1.51 and capable people in community has score of 1.51. The results of this study also
showed some internal and external factors of social capital mobilization. Leaders and members of the community,
serving as internal factors, contributed to the community’s social capital, whereas the social, economic and natural
resources invincibility including the support from institutions of government, local authorities and private sectors
were the external factors. The study recommends that guidance to enhance social capital would start from
strengthening internal and external factors. Social capital when enhanced and strengthened can improve
the effectiveness and sustainability of management of mangrove forest building on the community’s participation

to work together to address their common needs.

Key words: social capital, mangrove forest management, community participation
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