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ABSTRACT

This study aims 1) to investigate the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of
the tourism in Trang province, Thailand;2) to explore the tourism potential in Trang; and, 3) to propose
the directions of tourism development in Trang. In this qualitative research, the data were gathered
from twenty-two key participants through the use of the semi-structured interview questions. A SWOT
analysis and content analysis were employed in performing the analysis.

The results of the study revealed that Trang has many opportunities and strengths, including the
natural resources; unique culture and tradition; the convenient public transport systems in land, water,
and air modes; a variety of tourism activities; the popular local souvenirs; as well as the friendly and
hospitable personality of Trang residents. The analysis also identified the weaknesses and threats,
involving low standard rural roads and inconvenient access to the local attractions; inadequate tourist
service center available at the local attractions; a lack of public transport linking an attraction to others;
and poor facilities for seniors and tourists with disabilities. Trends in development of tourism potential
in Trang consisted of 1) The development of the infrastructure and facilities to support the global tourism,
2) The restoration and development of sustainable integrated tourist attractions, 3) The increased value
of tourism by improving the products and services, 4) The building of confidence and the promotion
of global tourism, and, 5) The development of human resources and the establishment of the strong

relationship between the tourism networks.

Key words: tourism potential, SWOT analysis, Trang
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