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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to compare critical reading ability of Prathomsuksa 5 students
by using the scientific method and the conventional method. The sample groups of this research were
60 Prathomsuksa 5 students of Watladpeng school the first semester of the academic year 2009 in
Muangsamutsongkhram district, Samutsongkhram province. They were divided into two groups:
experimental group was taught by using the scientific method, however the control group was taught
by conventional method. The research instruments were scientific method lesson plans, the
conventional method lesson plans and a critical reading ability test. The data were analyzed by using
t-test dependent and independent group.

Research findings showed that :

1. The critical reading ability scores before and after treatment of the experimental group
were significantly different at .001 level; and the scores after the experiment was higher than the
pre-experiment.

2. The critical reading ability scores before and after treatment of the control group were
significantly different at .001 level; and the scores after the experiment was higher than the
pre-experiment.

3. The critical reading ability scores of the experimental group and control group after the
treatment were significantly different at .001 level; and the scores of the experimental group was

higher than the control group.

Key words : critical reading, scientific method
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